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Training and teamwork come hand in hand here
at Winters Center for Autism! Our Hospitality
Training Group divides and conquers tasks in
our mock hotel room. These tasks include
dusting, vacuuming, and unmaking/making the
bed. While learning the skills needed to
complete these tasks, trainees are also learning
how to work as a team! They model for one
another how to make the bed as well as move
throughout the room to complete the tasks.
When asked about how they feel when working
with their coworkers, Rohit, Jack, and Ryan all
answered in unison “Happy!” Rohit went on to
share that he enjoys “working as a group and
improving my communication skills.” 

 Hospitality Training also includes
learning laundering skills. If you
walk into The Center’s laundry
room, you will see trainees 
 learning how to wash, dry, and
fold items such as towels, sheets,
aprons, and clothing. While
learning how to fold, organize, and
stock laundered goods, this
amazing team of trainees was laser
focused every step of the way. 

ONE TEAM, ONE GOAL
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In early March of 2021, Mikey began his
Transition Work Experience training with
Winters Center for Autism at one of the
Center’s employment partners, Long Island
Select Health Care (LISH). Mikey and his
family felt this would be an excellent
opportunity, and so, the journey began.
Employment partners are companies and
organizations that share the Center’s vision
and mission to "hire for a higher purpose."
Two years later, Mikey is now a competitively
paid employee, holding the title of Operations
Assistant! Mikey’s diligence was seen each
and every day as he reported to LISH for his
work experience training.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, MIKEY!

PERSISTENCE, PERSEVERANCE,
AND FULFILLMENT!

LISH Administrative Assistant Debbie Tenrerio shared, “Mike is always up for any new task
we introduce to him, and he does it with a smile. He is a great addition to the LISH TEAM!”
Mikey’s training not only focused on the tasks relevant to the job but also a day-to-day focus
on skills pertaining to coworker relationships, navigating interactions with community
members, and the importance of health and safety in the workplace. In a healthcare facility
hand-washing and wearing a mask are essential. Mikey quickly learned of the importance of
both, and would also often remind his coworkers of the importance of these health and safety
rules too! Every employee has tasks at work that they enjoy or look forward to
accomplishing. When we asked Mikey what his favorite task is during his training, he
emphatically replied, “My favorite task at LISH is shredding (paper).” 
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As Mikey's training program was
concluding, there was plenty of reason to
celebrate and reflect. Mikey’s mom, Sharon
shared, “As a parent, I am extremely proud
and happy that Mikey has a job. It means so
much that he is striving for his
independence.” Mikey shared his pride in
himself, and enthusiasm for his job
placement. When asked how working at
LISH makes him feel, without hesitation he
shared “good!” There is unquestionably so
much to be proud of, but Sharon reminds us

that there is something deeper in Mikey’s accomplishments. “Not only does this work
environment provide my son with a sense of pride and accomplishment within himself, but it
has also increased his social awareness to a new height that was never reached until this
program." As the first graduate of the Center’s Transition Work Experience Program, we
congratulate Mikey and his family on this monumental achievement! We wish Mikey all the
best as an employee at LISH.

Nestled in the industrial park of West Babylon is
Yonida International Trading Corporation.
Owners Gabi Aharoni and Gigi Aharoni reached
out to the Center two years ago, immediately
after moving their business into West Babylon.
Gigi recounts watching the news and seeing a
story on the development of the Center. Her
immediate reaction was “We have to help!” Not
too long after, John, Carlos, and Chris began
their first day at Yonida. From the start, the staff
at Yonida embraced these young men, and made
them feel like part of the Yonida family!

NOW ON TO YONIDA...
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Reflecting on the experience Gigi shares, “It
is an honor to employ the Winters Center for
Autism young men who are honest, kind,
determined, and helpful. They work in our
warehouse applying stickers, sorting
materials, packing boxes, shredding, and
sanitizing the offices. The guys come in twice
a week for an hour and a half at a time—
under the supervision of a job coach—as we
conduct business as usual. This job
opportunity gives these young men a feeling
of purpose and structure.”  

Within six months of training, each of the
young men were hired at the company. 

When asked what this experience has met
to the Aharoni’s and Yonida, Gigi replied,
“I've learned that as business owners and
parents of healthy children, we are in a
unique position to help these young men
feel like contributing members of society.
Together we can make the world a kinder
more inclusive place for the autism
community and for their parents who work
tirelessly on their behalf.” 

"YOU'RE HIRED!"
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MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS

Visit from the Franciscan Volunteer
Program - February 21, 2023
We are grateful for the volunteers from St.
Anthony's High School, St. Francis
Preparatory, and Notre Dame High School who
worked on preparing collateral materials for
marketing and special events. The volunteers
also reviewed and gave feedback on our
website and social media platforms.

Percussion Ensemble "Comfort Classics"
Concert - February 28, 2023
Another successful  Winters Center for
Autism Percussion Ensemble concert in the
books. What a great performance from all—
we were even honored with two impromptu
solo performances from participants Rohit
and Harrison that truly made the night. 

Thank you to all who came in person or tuned
in online to support. And thank you to the
Music Academy for Special Learners and the
Theresa Foundation for making it all possible.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 8, 2023 - SAVE THE DATE for the Annual Snow Ball hosted by the Rotary Club of
Smithtown-Sunrise. Executive Director, Christine Ponzio will be presented with the Joe Winters
Humanitarian Award. 
March 28, 2023 - Winters Center for Autism & The Theresa Foundation Season Finale concert will
be held at 7 PM at The Winters Center for Autism building, 92 Mahan Street, West Babylon, NY.
April 26, 2023 - Mickey's Ice Cream Fundraiser will be held at Mickey's Ice Cream Kitchen (370
Lake Ave, St James, NY 11780) from 1-9 PM
September 12, 2023 - Joe Winters Memorial Golf Outing at Sebonack Golf Club (405 Sebonac Rd,
Southampton, NY 11968)
September 2023 - DATE TO FOLLOW - Cars & Coffee Annual Car show at Winters Bros.
Corporate Office (120 Nancy Street West Babylon, NY 11704) 

https://www.facebook.com/StAnthonys-High-School-110392995647643/?__cft__[0]=AZUpZvP7Viy-D3niWlzGgb5_Em6vjAnpXWduNKIKauJpPwrdhsuMwB0YHty9xJA1drtZZdXLawM8z43fbsXW-Q1ESCzX_OP3VcMj-zdqziou4xOc9_DdG6h6qyHpdxYEkPD9WmblXbnhuDHCV4aB5O2OxxDF94iPQESbJQelRxI0zY4qtkDgdyLuYYvOxkoDhixO5TBoD4B_gcUgEBPQ4AHq&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/St.FrancisPreparatory?__cft__[0]=AZUpZvP7Viy-D3niWlzGgb5_Em6vjAnpXWduNKIKauJpPwrdhsuMwB0YHty9xJA1drtZZdXLawM8z43fbsXW-Q1ESCzX_OP3VcMj-zdqziou4xOc9_DdG6h6qyHpdxYEkPD9WmblXbnhuDHCV4aB5O2OxxDF94iPQESbJQelRxI0zY4qtkDgdyLuYYvOxkoDhixO5TBoD4B_gcUgEBPQ4AHq&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/Notre-Dame-High-School-Cape-Girardeau-Missouri-103105619730330/?__cft__[0]=AZUpZvP7Viy-D3niWlzGgb5_Em6vjAnpXWduNKIKauJpPwrdhsuMwB0YHty9xJA1drtZZdXLawM8z43fbsXW-Q1ESCzX_OP3VcMj-zdqziou4xOc9_DdG6h6qyHpdxYEkPD9WmblXbnhuDHCV4aB5O2OxxDF94iPQESbJQelRxI0zY4qtkDgdyLuYYvOxkoDhixO5TBoD4B_gcUgEBPQ4AHq&__tn__=kK-R

